MARGARET JEAN MCALPIN SURLES, 84 — Prattville, AL

After an extended illness, Margaret Jean McAlpin Surles crossed over to be
with her Creator on April 12, 2018 surrounded by friends and family in the
comfort of her Prattville home. She was born in north Autauga County, AL on
March 27, 1933 and is the daughter of the late Robert lvey McAlpin and
Josephine Ellen McAlpin, of Posey Crossroads, AL. She was preceded in
death by her beloved husband of 47 years, David Lee Surles, as well as two
sisters and four brothers: Opal Thorn, Thelma Frances McAlpin, Olan
McAlpin, Thomas McAlpin, James McAlpin and Robert McAlpin. She is
survived by her devoted daughter, Ann Surles Cooper of Montgomery, AL and
two spoiled grand cats, Bobbie Sue and Bubba Wayne, as well as sisters,
Sara Taylor of Mobile, AL and Jean Seale of Prattville, AL. Mrs. Surles’
extended surviving family includes many wonderful nieces and nephews: Sara
Louise Talbott of Louisville, TN, Georgia Lucille Davis (Juan) of Mobile, AL,
Joy Tremmel (Phillip) of Prattville, AL, Jo Vick (Tommy) of Linden, AL, Rita
Morrison (Lee) of Prattville, AL, Anita St. John (Joe) of Prattville, AL, Eileen
Lawrence (Larry) of Prattville, AL, Bob Milton of Marbury, AL, Karen Wilson
(Doug) of Pensacola, FL, and Kevin Surles (Susan) of Prattville, AL.

Margaret Jean McAlpin began her career at Continental Gin Company in 1951
as a high school senior. There she met the love of her life, David Surles. The



two were married on May 2, 1953. Ten months and a week later their
daughter, Ann was born. Mrs. Surles then became a working mother, devoted
to her family, as well her career. She later joined the team at Union Camp, a
major employer in the area, now known as International Paper. Mrs. Surles
worked for many plant managers through the years and became part of the
paper mill family quickly, making many lifelong friends. She celebrated nearly
forty years at Union Camp before her retirement. During their retirement
years, she and David spent many happy times meeting up with friends and
square dancing around the country. They soon began their exploration of
America in an RV and it was the beginning of many happy memories for the
two of them until David’s passing in 1998.

Mrs. Surles then dedicated her time to travel with friends to faraway places, as
well as community voluntarism. She and her faithful friend, Minnie “Pete”
Moore, journeyed the world over for a period of years and enjoyed many
cruises together. A committed community servant, Mrs. Surles volunteered
hundreds of hours for the preservation of records from the Daniel Pratt Gin
Project with the Autauga County Heritage Association, and was a founding
member of the Atagi Chapter of the Daughters of the American Revolution
(DAR). Her inspiration for DAR came early in life when she was named “Good
Citizenship Girl” as a high school senior at Marbury High School in 1951. At
her passing, Mrs. Surles was active in the Estudie Club of Prattville, as well as
the Ruth Era Sunday School Class of First Baptist Church, Prattville. An avid
gardener and flower lover, Mrs. Surles received her Master Gardener’s
Certificate and became involved in community gardening efforts. Her interest
in the wellbeing of Union Camp retirees continued as she stayed involved in
helping host the Retiree’s Breakfast events each month, where she always
looked forward to seeing her many former work place friends and associates.

Mrs. Surles will be missed by so many who loved her. In lieu of flowers,
please donate to a favorite charity of your choice or even better, become a



volunteer. Help make a difference in your community. That would be a fitting
legacy to this selfless wife, mother, sister, aunt, niece and friend.

The Celebration of Life Service for Margaret Jean McAlpin Surles will be
officiated at First Baptist Church Prattville by Dr. Travis Coleman, Jr, Pastor.
The family will receive friends 12:30 p.m. till 1:45 p.m. before the service is set
to begin at 2:00 p.m. on Monday, April 16,2018. The church is located at 138
South Washington Street, Prattville, AL 36067 .



Cemetery Details

Prattville Memory Gardens

841 Fairview Avenue
Prattville, AL

Previous Events
Visitation

APR 16. 12:30 PM - 1:45 PM (CT)

First Baptist Church
138 S Washington St
Prattville, AL 36067
(334) 365-0606

Service

APR 16. 2:00 PM (CT)

First Baptist Church
138 S Washington St
Prattville, AL 36067
(334) 365-0606



Tribute Wall

At each Atagi Dar meeting Margaret always hugged me and would
ask what kind of trouble had | gotten myself into lately. She always
would laugh at my jokes and would shake her finger at me and
pretend | had done something wrong. | will miss her sense of humor
and the way she always was willing to share a joke with me. We
always seemed to be sharing this secret joke. Peg Crum

peggy crum - April 15, 2018 at 04:18 PM

| dearly loved knowing this beautiful lady. | enjoyed helping her and
Ann with their paper work to join the Atagi DAR chapter and the
enthusiasm she had for joining and making the chapter successful.

Mary Buehler

Mary Buehler - April 15, 2018 at 08:19 AM

Although | knew Margaret for only a few years, | never met her,
even when she was quite ill, that she was not smiling. She was
smiling at church as one might expect, she was smiling at the club
meetings as one might expect but when | met her (and | know she
must have been in pain) in the marketplace during Christmas
holidays and shopping, recently discharged from the hospital, she
was as happy and smiling as could be and | knew that although she
was plagued by pain, she had Jesus in her heart.

patricia fondren - April 13, 2018 at 08:20 AM



